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SUBJECT: CONGRESS SPLIT FORMALIZED 

REF: NEW DELHI 0019 

1 . THE SPLIT IN THE CONGRESS PARTY WAS FORMALIZED ON JAN- 
UARY 3 WHEN THE WORKING COMMITTEE EXPELLED MRS. GANDHI AND 
HER SUPPORTERS FROM THE PARTY. PARTY PRESIDENT BRAHMANANADA 
REDDY WARNED THAT ALL CONGRESSMEN WHO JOINED MRS. GANDHI'S 
NEW PARTY WOULD FACE SIMILAR EXPULSION. REDDY ALSO WROTE A 
LETTER TO THE CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER ASSERTING THAT HIS 

IS THE "REAL" CONGRESS PARTY AND THAT IT SHOULD CONTINUE TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BE ASSIGNED THE COW AND CALF ELECTION SYMBOL. 

2. MRS. GANDHI HAS BEGUN ORGANIZING HER NEW PARTY AND AP- 
POINTED THE SEVEN CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE MEMBERS WHO 
RESIGNED FROM THE CWC ON DECEMBER 27 AS EXECUTIVES OF HER 
CONGRESS. SHE HAS GIVEN INDICATIONS THAT HER PARTY WILL 
RESORT TO AGITATION IN ORDER TO EXPOSE THE FAILURES OF THE 
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JANATA GOVERNMENT AND TO TAKE UP THE CAUSE OF HARIJANS AND MIN- 
ORITY GROUPS. MRS. GANDHI. WHO HAS BEEN SUMMONED TO APPEAR 
BEFORE THE SHAH COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON JANUARY 9, MAY EVEN 
COURT ARREST IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS IN ORDER TO AVOID HAVING 
TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COMMISSION. 

3. THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION NOW IS THE SO-CALLED "NUMBERS GAME" 

I.E., - HOW MANY CONGRESSMEN WILL LINE UP WITH EACH SIDE. 

FIGURES VARY, BUT THE GENERAL FEELING HERE IS THAT THE MAJ- 
ORITY OF CONGRESSMEN, AT LEAST IN THE AICC AND IN THE LOK 
SABHA, WILL STICK WITH THE REDD Y/CHA VAN GROUP. CHAVAN HIM- 
SELF HAS SAID PRIVATELY THAT HE EXPECTS ABOUT 70 PERCENT 
OF THE AICC MEMBERSHIP AND CONGRESS MP'S IN THE LOK SABHA TO 
STAY WITH HIM. A MORE PRECISE BREAKDOWN WILL EMERGE IN THE 
NEXT WEEK OR SO. IT MAY WELL INCLUDE SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF 
DEFECTIONS TO JANATA BY CONGRESSMEN WHO WILL SEE IN THEIR 
PARTY'S SPLIT AN OCCASION AND PRETEXT FOR JOINING THE RULING 
PARTY. 

GOHEF.N 
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